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UPCOMING EVENTS  

February 10th End of 2nd Series 

 17th 3rd Series begins 

 19th Cranbury Workshop &Tea 

Dance,  New Jersey 

April  2nd Rerr Terr, New Jersey 

 21st End of 3rd Series  

  28th 4th Series begins 

 May 5th AGM (No charge for dancing) 

  20th-22nd Pawling Weekend 

 June  4th Westchester Ball 

  20th Joint End of Season Party 

with Scotia 

  25th SUMMERDANCE 

July 7th Summer dancing begins 

    As we begin a new year, I, like many, look back on the 
previous year, and reflect on the goals and accomplish-
ments that we set for ourselves in our personal lives.  As 
president of the New York Branch, I do the same as it re-
lates to our dancing group.  And I am happy to report that, 
although 2010 was a trying year for many, financially, the 
branch remains fiscally healthy.  We were able to partici-
pate in, and enjoy many of the special programs and 
events to which weôve grown accustomed. 

     The Pawling Committee continues to work year round, 
so that we can enjoy this special weekend.  Although we 
had fewer attendees this year, especially our friends from 
Canada (understandably due to the poor monetary ex-
change rate), the Committee has firmly negotiated with 
Circle Lodge to ensure that we will not become financially 
strapped, provided we get our average, base number of 
attendees. Plus or minus a handful of additional dancers 
can determine whether we break even, or lose money. 
cannot afford even one more year of Pawling losses, so I 
strongly encourage you to attend this unique weekend. 

     The Jeannie Carmichael Ball was an especially event-
ful dance.  The dynamic band, Parcel of Rogues, featuring 
Calum Pasqua was magical.  And while all of the musi-
cians weôve had at this ball in the past have been extraor-
dinary and memorable, I cannot remember music that has 
stirred such emotion at a dance. to the entire JC Ball 
Committee for making this a very special ball, indeed...and 

a slight profit, at that! 

     The Scottish Country Dance community continues to 
prove itself generous beyond a doubt, and that was dis-
played graciously at a special fundraiser that was held to 
raise money for the ñBe The Matchò foundation, whose 
goal is to match potential bone marrow donors with leuke-
mia patients.  Not only did we have a lot of fun, we raised 
over $9,000!  A very special thanks to Mary Zagami for 
bringing this important cause to our attention, and to all 
those who participated. 

     2010 ushered in a new era for the Branch.  We have 
embraced the internet in an evermore broad reaching for-
matéMeet Up.  Initiated by Executive Committee member 
Angus Grandfield, with another Committee member, 
Vivian Anapol regularly monitoring and updating the site, 
we have been able to reach out to a wider (and younger?) 
audience.  And we have been able to link to other sites 
that are of interest to those who have an appreciation of 
Scottish culture, including dancing.  Time will tell to what 
extent this new PR tool impacts our weekly attendanand 
membership, but early indicators are promising. 

     These are just a few of the many positive things you all 
did at the Branch in 2010.  On behalf of the entire Execu-
tive Committee, I wish you and yours a Happy, Healthy 
and Prosperous New Year! 

                      é..Take Partnersé.. 

  A Word from our President, Tom Marshall... 







                           The Nassau Scottish Country Dancers Demonstration Team  
Dancing at the 50

th
 Anniversary Long Island Scottish Games at Old Westbury, NY on August 28, 2010.  The games are 

run by Clan MacDuff.  The team has danced at the games annually for about 30 years and is lead by Ann Smith, who 
danced along with Sylvia and Herb Plever, Lois and Dave Goldberg, Jim and Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews, Caroline  
Bennett, Ching Wu and Ellen Sears. 



 Burns Night at the Branch  -  2006 

Neeps, tatties and haggis! 

Anne Lowenthal at Burns Cottage 



                                                                        

Auld Lang Syne    
Anne Lowenthal, Branch archivist  

B ut mark the Rustic, 

haggis fed, 

The trembling earth re-

sounds his tread. 

Clap in his walie nieve a 

blade, 

Heôll mak it whissle: 

Anô legs anô arms, anô heads 

will sned, 

Like taps oô thrissle. 

 

From ñAddress to a Haggis,ò 

written by Robert Burns in 

1786. 

 

Burns Night at the New York 

Branch lights up the January 

calendar in 2011 as it has 

since 1966, forty-five years 

ago, when the first Burns 

Night was celebrated at the 

Branch.  In an article for the 

January 1966 Newsletter, 

Brian Hawley explored the 

meaning of what we might 

call the centerpiece of a 

Burns Supper, Burnsô poem 

ñAddress to a Haggis.ò  Brian 

wrote, ñBurns was country 

boy born and bred, the son of 

a peasant, and even after his 

genius had elevated him to 

the patronage of the wealthy 

and enabled him to see city 

life, he never ceased to feel 

for the peasant and compare 

their lot with that of the city 

gentry. 

 

He was a Scottish Nationalist 

too, keenly aware of the ne-

cessity of re-awakening the 

national feeling é. To do this 

he employed subject, metre 

and language in his works 

which were almost peculiar to 

Scotland.  Thus in ñTo a Hag-

gisò the subject is a dish pe-

culiar to Scotland, and ranked 

as a delicacy for the peas-

ants.ò 

 

Yes, haggis is a delicacy.  

Donôt believe wags who tell 

you that the haggis is a small 

furry creature with two inside 

legs shorter than the two out-

side ones, a design that allows 

it to run along the Scottish 

hillsides with special ease.  

No, haggis is a distinctively 

Scottish treat, which, accord-

ing to the Robert Burns 

Wor ld Federat ion ,  at 

http://www.worldburnsclub. 

com/begin/address_to_a_ 

haggis.htm 

was traditionally prepared 

like this: 

 

ñTake the liver, lungs, and 

heart of a sheep and boil 

them. Mince the meats and 

mix with chopped onions, 

toasted oatmeal, salt, pepper, 

and spices. Take one properly 

cleaned sheep's stomach. 

Stuff the cleaned stomach 

with the prepared contents. 

Sew up the stomach (leaving 

enough room  

for expansion to avoid a large 

messy explosion) and boil. 

Serve and eat. 

Lovely !ò 

 

Together with some neeps 

and tatties and a dram it 

makes a fine feast. 

 

The first Burns Suppers were 

held by Robert Burnsô friends 

in Ayrshire at the end of the 

18th century, on July 21, the 

anniversary of his death.  

They are now held world-

wide on January 25th, Burnsô 

birthday.  The format has not 

changed since early days, 

when the ñAddress to the 

Haggisò was first included.  

 

Reading the description in the 

March 1978 Scottish Country 

Dancer of the Burns Night 

held at the Branch the previ-

ous January, youôll recognize 

all the elements of our own 

celebrations: 

 

The headline:  ñBurns Nicht 

with Panacheò 

 

òThe RSCDS Burns Nite was 

doubly successful this year 

imputable to the Stuyvesant Y 

with larger quarters plus a 

wood floor plus expert or-

ganization by chairman Wal-

ter Paton and tapes and equip-

ment by Norman Vershay.  

The response was hearty with 

representation from Scotia, 

Brooklyn, Nassau, West-

chester, Hudson Valley, and 

many alumni. 

 

Larry Cole piped in the hag-

gis with the usual pomp and 

ceremony accompanied by 

Norman Shimkin, Bernie 

Weisner, and Walter Paton.  

Les Wiltshire addressed the 

haggis with the sonority of a 

Met baritone (opera) and the 

clarity of a Met abstraction 

(museum). 

 

Dances were talked thru by 

Sheila Wilson, John Mac-

Dougall, Katy Rule, Joan 



                                                                        

Auld Lang Syne    
Anne Lowenthal, Branch archivist  

Treble and Walter Paton.  The lovely host-

esses Amilda Hadden and many volunteers 

served the refreshments that gave the evening 

a real ñPunchò.  Doris Weller provided 

backup with records in the event that the 

tapes went awry.  Freddy Sverdlove devised 

the program.ò 

 

Since it can be difficult to catch the words of 

Burnsô ñAddress to a Haggisò at the Supper, 

here they are for you in a standard English 

translation from the Scottish dialect, again 

thanks to the website of the Robert Burns 

World Foundation.  

 

Fair full your honest, jolly face, 

Great chieftain of the sausage race! 

Above them all you take your place, 

Stomach, tripe, or intestines: 

Well are you worthy of a grace 

As long as my arm. 

 

The groaning trencher there you fill, 

Your buttocks like a distant hill, 

Your pin would help to mend a mill 

In time of need, 

While through your pores the dews distill 

Like amber bead. 

 

His knife see rustic Labour wipe, 

And cut you up with ready slight, 

Trenching your gushing entrails bright, 

Like any ditch;  

And then, O what a glorious sight, 

Warm steaming, rich! 

 

Then spoon for spoon, the stretch and 

strive: 

Devil take the hindmost, on they drive, 

Till all their well swollen bellies by-and-by 

Are bent like drums; 

Then old Master of the house, most like to 

burst,  

'The grace!' hums. 

 

Is there that over his French ragout, 

Or olio that would sicken a sow, 

Or fricassee would make her throw-up 

With perfect disgust, 

Looks down with sneering, scornful view 

On such a dinner? 

 

Poor devil! see him over his trash, 

As feeble as a withered rush, 

His thin legs a good whip-lash, 

His fist a nut; 

Through bloody flood or field to dash, 

Oh how unfit 

 

But take note of the strong haggis fed Scot 

The trembling earth resounds his tread 

Clasped in his large fist a blade 

He'll make it whistle 

And legs and arms and heads he will cut off 

Like the tops of thistles 

 

You powers who make mankind your care 

And dish them out their meals 

Old Scotland wants no watery food 

That splashes in dishes 

But if you wish her grateful prayer 

Give her a haggis!  

 

And donôt forget, the name of this column is 

taken from another Scots poem written by 

Robert Burns in 1788! 







Launching a new season -    
September 9, 2010  



Halloween Party 
October 25, 2010 



The JC Ball 
 

ñThe JC Ball was a great success espe-

cially as we ended  with a small surplus.  

The band Parcel of Rogues were enjoyed 

by everyone -  the pipes really gave the 

dancers a lift.ò 

ð Mary Zagami 

 

John Drewry Night 
  

The Brooklyn Scottish Country Dance class held its annual John Drewry Night on Saturday, December 4 at 

Homecrest Presbyterian Church, and it was a huge success with attendance that filled the hall.  Dancers came 

from throughout the metropolitan New York area as well as from New Jersey, Connecticut, Maryland, and 

Pennsylvania for an evening of Drewry dances, good food, and good company. John Drewryôs dances are fa-

vorites of the Brooklyn class, and he is known for devising dances that are clever and beautiful. 

  

Making the trip all the way from Baltimore to her Brooklyn roots, was Sally Freedman (Sunshine Sally), long 

time secretary of the New York Branch, who had a grand time and enjoyed seeing so many friends. There was 

a vast and tasty buffet with an eclectic and exotic collection of delicious delights. 

  

Under the aegis of Nancy Pryce and David Goldberg, the program, complete with beautiful music, was a big 

hit with all who attended, and there were a number of dances that were done a second time.  

  

The Brooklyn Class meets in the air-conditioned hall of Homecrest Presbyterian Church on Tuesday nights at 

7:30 P.M. throughout the year. The church is located at 1413 Avenue T and is easily accessible by public 

transportation (even from Manhattan). All dancers, novice and experienced, are always welcome.                                                                                                                                                                      

ðJames Betts  

Around and about... 


