RSCDS New York Branch

Spring 2009

From our President, Tom Marshall

First steps and other milestones....

Recently, | had the privilege and good fortune of witnessing the
first steps taken by our youngest “dancer”, Orion Rafalovitch.
Orion often accompanies his Mom, Kachina

~

icer NY

50" Anniversary of the RSCDS New York Branch. We’ve al-
ready gotten this golden anniversary year off to a good start,
with a 50’s themed dinner/dance (see pages

or Dad, Alex on Thursday nights at the
branch. And because Orion and | share a
birthday (albeit 50 years apart), it was espe-
cially heartwarming to see the smile on his
face when he realized what he had just ac-
complished. As I reflected on this signifi-
cant milestone, it occurred to me that, in
Scottish country dancing, we all have similar
instances of achievement and accomplish-
ment. Whether it’s learning a new step for
the first time, navigating a new figure, or
successfully executing a dance for the first
time, from start to finish, without prompt-

“Let’s all make
a special effort
to encourage friends
and acquaintances
to give dancing a try
when our
new season
begins next September”

6&7). And there are more anniversary cele-
brations to come, including Summerdance, our
only fund raiser, that benefits UNICEF, and
the annual Jeannie Carmichael Ball (Jeannie
Carmichael helped start the branch 50 years
ago).

As we bear witness to this historic anniversary,
I’d like to report that the branch is healthier
than ever. Unfortunately, it is not. Our num-
bers are declining; attendance at balls and
other functions is down. And the same, small
core group of individuals continues to be the
ones that volunteer their time and energies;

ing...we all take first steps when dancing.

And just as gratifying as Orion’s smile are

the grins, smirks, even laughs that we share with one another as
we privately congratulate ourselves on having “done it” or
“gotten through it.”

Another significant milestone to reflect upon is that this is the

whether it’s setting up or contributing goodies
to the tea table, or participating in the duties of the Executive
Committee. | cannot stress enough that we need more people to
get involved. And let’s all make a special effort to encourage
friends and aquaintances to give dancing a try when our new
season begins next September. ... take partners

ceeeeeeenscnfurther milestones for former members

Former RSCDS New York Branch members continue to seek out dancing opportunities in new locations. Sheila Wilson and Sue
Ronald recently visited Sally and Jerry Freedman, seen here (below, left) in their new Baltimore home. Mary and Ed Abdill were in
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Whom will you meet this year?

This article was sent to Branch member Margaret Laversha from Franceen Kenny of
Victoria, Australia. Franceen met Margaret at Summerdance at the United Nations last
year, and wrote about her experience

“It's amazing what you are able to do with the net. [ was to have several days in New
York in June and thought I would like to go to a dancing class one evening. So | looked
at the New York RSCDS web site and found a class to attend near to where | would be
staying. | e-mailed them and yes, please join us for the evening and if would | be in town
for the Saturday there was to be an afternoon of dancing at the United Nations for UNI-
CEF. How wonderful and what fun.

| joined the Thursday evening class and was made very welcome as you always are. It
was in a church hall also used for basketball and the floor was a little strange to say the
least. | had an interesting time meeting other dancers . There was live music just for a
weekly class. Just a fiddle and keyboard but different.

It was great to go back on the subway to where | was staying at 10.30 and stroll near Madison Square Gardens on a warm summer's
evening with people hurrying about.

Saturday dawned fine but overcast with the promise of a 30C day. The dancers were to meet at the UN at 12noon so | had a great bus
ride across town and up 1st Ave to there. Getting into the U N was very simple compared to the rest of the security in the States. |
had been to the U N before but on a snowy day in January 1977 so it was interesting to visit it again.

The New York Branch have an annual Charity Day of Dance in the U N foyer. This year they raised over $US18,000 for UNICEF.
There were over 90 dancers on the day. | was taken under the wing of Margaret Leversha who has lived in New York for some years
but comes from near Marybrough and has danced for years. | had been told that this occasion is a white dress and sash affair so |
took a white t-shirt to wear. There was quite an assortment of white dress!!

It was a warm and humid day and we danced from 1-4.30. Many of the dances were well know ones such as Happy Returns, Mrs
Stewart's Jig, West's Hornpipe and of course the Reels of the 51st Division or Royal Scots to end each bracket of dances. As always
there were many more women than men but that was fine. | noticed that many of the visitors to the U N stopped to watch us dance .
What a group from Nigeria in national costume thought of us | wonder?

After the dancing and the presentation of a cheque had finished, the real fun began. The group going to dinner were assembled to-
gether in our white dresses and kilts and we were piped up 1st Ave to 52nd Street and then to an Irish Pub on 2nd Ave. Here at the
pub 56 of us sat down to an evening of conversations, drinks and good food. It was great to feel so welcome in a group of strangers. |
met lots of wonderful people with a common interest in Scottish Country Dancing. All this thanks to the RSCDS.

It was about 8.30 when the party broke up and | wandered back on a lovely sunny summer's evening along 5th Ave to where | was
staying on 30th Street. What an interesting day | had had.
So if you travel look up the RSCDS website and you too could have a great adventure!”

Now is the time to register!...........
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Summerdance XX

' The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
New York Branch N
: presents 2 0,
s SUMMERDANCE XX UK
Q Where: United Nations General Assembly Lobby
Time: 1:00 - 4:00 PM

(Warm-up dance at 12:30pm)
Minimum Contribution for UNICEF: $20.00 per person

The New York Branch has been dancing at the UN General
Assembly Lobby for the benefit of UNICEF since 1989,
when asked by the RSCDS to participate in REEL-AID.

We ask your help to celebrate and contribute for the

survival and continuance of the good work UNICEF is doing all over the
world. This year UNICEF needs your help more than ever. Please come to
New York for SUMMERDANCE XX.

Men should wear the kilt and ladies should wear white with sashes, if possi-
ble. Program notes will be sent to those who include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with their contribution. If you cannot attend and wish to

N make a contribution it will be much appreciated.
N
; For further information, contact: Sheila Wilson at: 212-744-1470.
For info: e-mail: info@rscdsnewyork.org website: http://www.rscdsnewyork.org
S .
) : Please make all checks payable to: Send to: Sheila Wilson :
) | RSCDS-New York Branch 901 Lexington Avenue I
| New York, NY 10065 I
: I/We plan to attend SUMMERDANCE XX on June 20th. :
I Enclosed is a check for $20.00/person. |
f : I/We cannot attend, but would like to enclose a contribution for UNICEF. :
N
1 Please send a copy of the dances in the enclosed, self-addressed, stamped envelope. |
: Name :
| |
S ]
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<

. PROGRAMME <
) ¢
N Black Donald 32J 2C Haynes, Carnforth Coll. 2 <
N Maxwell’s Rant 32R 3C Book 18 <
' Seann Truibhas Willican 325 2C Book 27 <
Blooms of Bon Accord 32R 4C set Drewry, Deeside Book 2 S

{ The Duchess Tree 32S 3C Drewry, Brodie Book >
N\ The Irish Rover 32R 3C Cosh, 22 SCD 2
N Blue Bonnets 32J 2C Book 3 4
' <
Roaring Jelly 32J 3C Foss, Glendarroch SD sheets S

{ The Montgomeries’ Rant 32R 3C Book 10 >
N\ The Dundee Whaler 32S 4C set Clowes, Ormskirk Book 1 2
N Argyll is my name 32J 3C Drewry, Leaflet ¢
The Unicef Circle 88R  4Csg.set  Goldring <

My only Jo and Dearie, O 32S 3C Book 21 S

¢ Inchmickery 32J 5C set Goldring, 14 Social Dances >
\| Reel of the Royal Scots 32R 3C Goldring, SCD Leaflet 7 2
N Z
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Exciting teacher line-up for Pawling 2009

Pat Coyle of Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada

Pat first learned Scottish Country Dancing as a young child
growing up in Glasgow, Scotland. She continued in dancing and
demonstration throughout her high school years, but exchanged
it for ballroom dancing once she entered college.

In 1965 she emigrated to Canada with her husband and young
children and moved to Niagara Falls in 1967. In 1975 Pat was
re-introduced to SCD at the nearby branch of St. Catharines,
gained her Teacher's Certificate in 1983, and continues to teach
at the Branch.

Over the years she has taught workshops in Ontario, Quebec,
New York, Michigan and California and has also been lucky
enough to teach once in Tokyo and in Australia, when visiting
her daughter there. She has also, over the last twenty years,
been involved with TAC and its projects.

However, her first love is still dancing and she considers herself
lucky to live in an area where the opportunities to dance are
many.

Eric Finlay of Ayr, Scotland

Eric has been dancing since he was 12 years
old having been taught the basics by his
Mother who was attending classes. He has
always loved dancing of any kind and espe-
cially likes the challenge and sociability of
Scottish Country Dancing. He is a member of
the North Ayrshire Branch and has acted as
Chairman and Secretary for this Branch, al-
though not at the same time.

He has been teaching Scottish Country Danc-
ing since 1984 and has been teaching at Sum-
mer School in St Andrews since 2000. He
has taught in many places at home in the UK
and throughout Europe as well as Australia

and Canada.

He hopes that he can bring his enthusiasm for dancing and the

sense that dancing should be fun to all in the class as well as

helping people improve their technique. It may take some peo- DANCEDS
ple a little time to acclimatise to his sense of humour but they New York

usually get there in the end. He loves meeting people and hopes
to have a chat with many in the class over the teaching weekend.

Terry Harvey of Newtown Square,
Pennsylvania, USA

Terry started dancing with the RSCDS in 1983

tificate in 1993.

In 1989 Terry and his wife Line started a Scottish
class at Swarthmore College, which Terry contin-
ued to teach for seventeen years. Terry has also
taught various other basic, intermediate, and advanced classes in
the Delaware Valley, and recently led the Delaware Valley
Branch Performance Team for three years.




OPoodl es Gal ored at our

As we know, this year the Branch is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
To kick off the celebrations, a ‘1950s dance’ was held at the Ukrain-
ian Restaurant in the East village. The event attracted a youthful
group of dancers, coming from far and wide, including New Jersey,
Westchester and Long Island. Sarah came all the way from Mary-
land, and Joe from Ohio.

The dancers comfortably filled the private dining room/dance hall,
and most were in “period” costume. The theme for the ladies was
clearly poodle skirts! The men seemed to have more difficulty
choosing an outfit. | decided to dress in my 1950s school uniform
(or something like it.)

Kachina (in white and pink) was an efficient Mistress of Ceremonies,
guiding us through a programme of familiar and fun dances. Alex
featured as photographer in chief - his pictures can be seen at

http://picasaweb.google.com/
Kachina.rafalovitch/50thThemedRSCDSDance?
authkey=Gv1sRgCPfi3YesrqbMiAE&feat=email#532167245397687
4402.

The assembled company enjoyed unlimited quantities of food and
drink. I specially liked the Ukrainian stuffed cabbage! The festivities
ended around 11:30pm, before anyone turned into a pumpkin.....

Chris Ronald
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Jeannie Carmichael and the history of the RSCDS New York Branch

The New York Branch is
one of the oldest U.S.
branches of the Royal
| Scottish Country Dance
| Society, second only to
| the one in Boston, which
| was founded in 1950. Our
history begins with a
Scottish  Nationality
Weekend at Folk Dance
House in March 1954. A
key figure in that event
i was Jeannie Robertson
Buchanan Carmichael,
who had played a leading
role in founding the Bos-
ton Branch a few years earlier. Jeannie had come to New York
to give a workshop in Scottish country dancing, bringing with
her a group of her Boston dancers. Wearing kilts and white
dresses with tartan sashes, the Boston team performed for an
enthralled audience. A festive Scottish meal capped the week-
end.

Years later, in 1965, New York dancers Freddy Sverdlove and
Bob Gruskin recalled that "The haggis was delicious, and we

enjoyed the rest of the Scottish food, but most of all we remem-
ber the dancing of that demonstration team. Never had we seen
such grace, such beautifully precise footwork, or such feeling of
flight. The impact of that weekend has not yet left us." Freddy
also remembered that "it was the warmth, spirit, and enthusiasm
of Jeannie that persuaded me to try this form of dancing."

Eager to build on that memorable experience, about 20 New
York dancers began to meet. In fall 1955, they started their own
Scottish country dance class at Folk Dance House, and Jeannie
Carmichael came down from Boston every other week to teach.
In September 1956, the class began meeting at the McBurney
YMCA, where it remained for over four decades. Jeannie was
teacher and director.

Perhaps the most splendid event we sponsor is the annual
Jeannie Carmichael Ball, now held each November at West
Point. This year, 2009, is particularly special, marking our 50th
Anniversary, and truly an event not to be missed. It is named
after Jeannie, who was born in Edinburgh and came to the U.S.
in 1923. A mathematician, she retired in 1960 from a career in
space rocketry at the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in
Cambridge. We gratefully recognize her inspiring leadership at
our annual Ball that bears her name.
Anne Lowenthal, Branch archivist
(excerpt from www.rscdsnewyork.org)

Colin Dewar coming from Scotland to play for our 50th Anniversary Celebration!

We are fortunate . first Radio
to have the broadcast
renowned N Z rge‘g)” with the BBC
Colin  Dewar %{6 ISH on the ever
Quartet DANCE BAND popular ‘Take
playing for both T the Floor’
the Ball and series.

Sunday  brunch During  that

dance this year.

’

Colin Dewa+t's webs
http://www.colindewar.com

provides background information:-

“Colin started playing the accordion at
the age of 4. At the age of 9, he started
playing for a Scottish Country Dance
Class in Kirkcaldy and continued to play
there for approximately 9 years. This
gave him a great grounding for strict
tempo playing and allowed him to build
a vast repertoire of sets for Scottish
Country Dancing. Colin competed at
various music festivals across the coun-
try including Perth, Auchtermuchty, Kin-
ross and Musselburgh and became all
Scotland Junior Champion at Perth Festi-
val in 1982.

Colin joined Grace MacLeaver and the
Lochearn Dance Band to play lead accor-
dion at the age of 14. It was in this band that he performed his

period he also
played regularly with George Flem-
ings Scottish Dance Band who ca-
tered mainly for Scottish Country
Dancing in Scotland, England and
abroad.

He formed his own band at the age
of 17 and auditioned for the BBC
and recorded his debut band broad-
cast in 1984. He has appeared annu-
ally on this programme and will be
celebrating 25 years of broadcasting
in 2009. The band has also featured
on Phil Cunningham’s ‘Scotland’s
Music’ television programme on
BBC2 in 2007.

Colin recorded his debut solo album
in 1980 on the Ayrespin label. Since
then he has recorded a number of
band albums for the RSCDS, the

popular ongoing ‘Special Requests’ series, and has several
books of his own compositions.”




The RSCDS New York Branch (Manhattan - Brooklyn - Nassau) The RSCDS New Jersey Branch (Tenafly - Central Jersey)

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society

S
presents the QQ\

50th Anniversary " 77/-..
Jeannie Carmichael .=

Ball
Saturday, November 7, 2009

Music By

The Colin Dewer Quartet

The Crest Room at The Thayer Hotel
US Military Academy at West Point, New York

Sherry 6:00pm * Dinner 6:30pm * Grand March 7:45pm
**** Kilt or Black Tie ****

Ball and Brunch Ticket $100.00
Ball only $80.00  Brunch Dance only $50.00
Contact Mary Zagami at 718-823-0119
e-mail: Mzagami@aol.com
visit our website at: http://www.rscdsnewyork.org

For hotel reservations contact
The Thayer Hotel at 845-446-4731 or 800-247-5047
and mention RSCDS Scottish Dance Group
*Please book early, rooms are limited*

s190UBQ USIFI00S UoJaweD (SADSY Paleliiy) s1soued enods (SaDSy pareliyy) J9Isaudisapn Jo SaDs

Sunday Brunch Dance
with The Colin Dewer Quartet
Brunch 9:30am to 12pm Dancing 11am to 2pm
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SATURDAY NIGHT BALL
Saint Andrew’s Fair 32J 3C Goldring, 5 SCDs
The Montgomeries’ Rant 32R 3C Book 10
Melrose 325 3C Holden, 3 SCDs
Ian Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder 128J 4C set  Hamilton
The White Cockade 32R 3C Leeds Silver Jubilee, Goldring
The Byron Strathspey 32S 3Cset  Drewry, Deeside 2
Miss Hadden’s Reel 32J 3C RSCDS Book 23
Anna Holden’s Strathspey 325 2C RSCDS Book 42
Rest And Be Thankful 32R 3C McConachie, Grampian Coll.
INTERVAL
Blue Bonnets 323 2C RSCDS Book 3
Duke of Perth 32R 3C RSCDS Book 1
Gang the Same Gate 32S 3C RSCDS Book 36
The Golden Apple Jig 40J 3C Ronald
The Fireside Reel 32R 3C Imperial Vol. 3
Drumelzier 32S 4Cset  Blair, Leaflet, 18thC Dances
Cutty Sark 32) 3C RSCDS Book 40
Jean Martin of Aberdeen 32S 3Cset RSCDS 3-2006
Reel of the 51st Division 32R 3C RSCDS Book 13
Jeannie Carmichael Ball 2009
NAME(S) PHONE
ADDRESS
EMAIL
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 20th, 2009
| have enclosed $ for Ball Tickets at $80.00 per person
I have enclosed $ for Ball and Brunch/Dance Tickets at $100.00 per person
| have enclosed $ for Brunch/Dance only Tickets at $50.00 per person

Please make check payable to RSCDS NY Branch Ball

Send with this form to:

Mary Zagami, 1636 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461
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Robert Burns 1759ii 1796

This year, 2009, is the 250th anniversary
of the birth of Rabbie Burns.

In this edition of the newsletter Chris
Ronald focuses on his philosophy of
equality among people. Our Autumn issue
will explore further his poetry and the
dances it has inspired.

Robert Burns  (1759-

Burns was even more discreet with the
following epigram, which he wrote in a
lady’s pocket almanac:

“Grant me , i ndul
live,

To see the miscreants feel the pains they
give;

Deal Freedom's sacred treasures free as
air,

Till Slave and Despot be but things that
wer e.”

While Burns had much to say in defense
of the poor and the weak, he was also
aware of the contribution women could
make to improve conditions in the world.
Thus, a few months after Thomas Paine
had published ‘The Rights of Man’ (1791),
Burns wrote a poem entitled ‘The Rights
of Woman’, which begins as follows:

“Whi | e
things,

The fate of Empires and the fall of Kings;
While quacks of State must each produce
his plan,

Europe's

And even children lisp

1796) lived in an era of
political ferment. Think
only of the American

The Burns poetry

the Rights of Man;
Amid this mighty fuss
just let me mention,

o e that The Rigts o Voman
inspi i merit some

1789, Some of Burns’ has |nsp|reccl)fgenerat|ons

best-known poems reveal ) .

. . : S F We’ll end with the

hls.strong VIEWS on the human rights activists tale of the audacious

subject of equality among was louse that found its

men, and women.

During his lifetime,
Burns had to be careful

mostly published
after his death.

way onto the fine lace

how he expressed these

views. There was a risk of being jailed, or
sent to a penal colony in Australia, for
publishing views that challenged the exist-
ing political order. At the very least, there
was the likelihood that he would lose his
government job (as a customs officer, or
“exciseman”.

For this reason, the Burns poetry that has
inspired generations of human rights activ-
ists was mostly published after his death.
The poem ‘A Man’s a Man for A’
That’ (right) is a fine example.

bonnet of a local
beauty while she sits
in church. The lady

mistakes the stares of
people in the congregation for admiration,
while in fact they are fascinated by the
louse. The moral of the tale is captured in
the last verse:

“0O wad some Power
To see oursels as ithers see us!

It wad frae mony a blunder free us,

An' foolish notion:

What airs in dress an' gait wad lea'e us,
An' ev'n devotion!

‘To a Louse’ was written by Robert Burns
in 1785.

Note: The material in this article is based on the following BBC website:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/robertburns/works/themes/equality/

e It me dv el
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! Is there for honest poverty
i That hangs his head, an' a' that
% The coward slave, we pass him by
& We dare be poor for a' that
i For a' that, an' a' that
Our toil's obscure and a' that
= The rank is but the guinea’s stamp
& The man's the gowd for a' that

@A Man's A Man for A' That

‘tf‘ What though on hamely fare we dine |

: Wear hoddin grey, an' a' that

t Gie fools their silks, and knaves their |

& wine
& A man's a man, for a' that
i For a' that, an' a' that

ey @Theiir tinsel shqwyan' gjthaty

i The honest man, though e'er sae
% poor

g Is king o' men for a' that

R

1

;| Ye see yon birkie ca'd a lord

ta Wha struts an' stares an' a' that

& Tho' hundreds worship at his word
He's but a coof for a' that

15 For a' that, an' a' that

Hig ribapdystargng a' that

E The man o' independent mind

e He looks an' laughs at a' that

8

%

&l

B

KTRT1]

A prince can mak' a belted knight
A marquise, duke, an' a' that

ta But an honest man's aboon his might |

- Gude faith, he maunna fa' that
g For a' that an' a' that
& Their dignities an' a' that
The pith o' sense an' pride o' worth
& Are higher rank that a' that

g Then let us pray that come it may
{2 (as come it will for a' that)

t Taat Sepse ang Wogth, e aithe s

te earth
% Shall bear the gree an' a' that
% For a' that an' a' that
& It's coming yet for a' that
That man to man, the world o'er
i Shall brithers be for a' that

D B B B S B BB S SIS

ma
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Classes of the RSCDS NEW YORK BRANCH

Day and

Location Time Contact email

New York City Holy Cross School Thursdays, Sheila Wilson info@rscdsnewyork.org
332 West 43rd Street 7:30 PM 212-849-8282
(bet. 8th & 9th Aves.)
NYC

Brooklyn Homecrest Presbyterian Church | Tuesdays, Nancy Pryce Alectum@aol.com
Avenue T & E. 15th Street 7:30 PM 718-376-8303
Brooklyn Dave Goldberg | grebdlog@verizon.net
NY 516-295-2327

Nassau County Temple Emanuel Thursdays, Ann Smith hplever@nyc.rr.com
3315 Hillside Avenue 7:30 PM 631-271-5740
New Hyde Park Dave Goldberg | grebdlog@verizon.net
NY 516-295-2327
(1/2 block west of Herricks Rd.)

Smithtown Epenetus Smith Brush Barn Tuesdays, Ann Smith

Long Island Route 25 East of Route 111 7:30 PM 631-271-5740
Smithtown

WWW.rscdsnewyork.org
New York Branch Hot Line is: 212-849-8282

Upcoming Events

Apr 30 End of 3rd Series Party July 9 Summer dancing begins

May 7 AGM August 21 Summer dancing ends
May 15—17 Pawling Weekend Sept 3 Pre-Season party

June 6 Westchester Ball Next Newsletter published August 2009

June 20 SUMMERDANCE XX Sept 10 1st Series begins
June 22 End of Season Party Nov 7 JC Ball

The RSCDS New York Branch publishes Scottish Country Dancer NY, three times a year. The editor reserves the right to edit materials for reasons of clarity, style
or space. Editors of other newsletters may use this material. Pease credit author and source. The Scottish Country Dancer NY is distributed free, by email, to mem-
bers of the New York Branch.

If you would like a paper copy please contact Sue Ronald at the address below.

In order to get the RSCDS magazine “SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCER” from the headquarters of the RSCDS in Edinburgh you must pay your RSCDS member-
ship by the end of September. You will get two issues for the year, one of which will contain dances.

Individual subscription for this newsletter is $7 per year.

Make check payable to RSCDS New York Branch,. Send $7:00 (newsletter only) to

Membership Secretary, Sheila Wilson, 901 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10065.

Correspondence, including announcements of dance events for your area, should be sent to the editor: Sue Ronald, 605 Chase Court, Edgewater, NJ 07020, tel 201
941 5821, email address: info@rscdsnewyork.org or sjr280@gmail.com.




